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2 Corinthians 7:15: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new crea on. The old has passed away, behold the new has
come.

The New Testament begins with the book of Ma hew and showcases more drama than a Hallmark movie. The
book starts oﬀ with a genealogy trail that leads from Abraham to the birth of Jesus. This list of names might make you yawn, but
it’s actually really important – and even exci ng. Yes – exci ng! It’s fascina ng because it gives evidence to a family line that shows
Jesus was a descendant of both Abraham and King David, thus fulﬁlling what the OT predicted about the lineage of the Messiah.
Scandal steps onto the page in verse three of Ma hew chapter one when a woman’s name shows up. (Tradi onally, only
the names of men appeared in these family lineages.) But this wasn’t just any woman; it’s one from the shady side of the family
tree … Tamar. She had a past, and any Jewish scholar worth their salt would know about it. She was used and abused by men that
should’ve loved, protected, and provided for her. Once scorned, she schemed for revenge and ended up having twins with her
father-in-law. One of the twins, Perez, is an ancestor to King David. As the list goes on, we see a few more eyebrow-raising names…
Rahab’s name is listed. Remember her? She was the pros tute who “turned good” when she helped Joshua and the
Israelites capture Jericho. Bathsheba’s on the list too, but they don’t even men on her by name. She’s recorded this way, “David
was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife.” (Ma hew 1:6) Nice. Archived as the woman who had an aﬀair
with King David while she was married to a soldier named Uriah.
All three of these women were known, but not necessarily for cleaned up good things. Seeing these women listed among
the rela ves of Jesus seems very… messy. It seems to me that historians would want to hide those names, not put them out there
for everyone to see! But that’s not God’s way. He doesn’t sweep things under the rug and pretend they aren’t there. And strangely
enough, I’m encouraged by the presence of these women in the lineage of Jesus. Why? Because they are powerful displays of His
grace. They are proof that God does not require perfec on from us in order for His will to be done through us. The apostle Paul
summed it up nicely in his second le er to the church of Corinth. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new crea on. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has come.
So, you have a past. So did Tamar, Rahab and Bathsheba. I do too. Who doesn’t?
So you have a few people in your family with rusty reputa ons. So do I. So did Jesus.
So you have some shame or pain regarding things that were done to you…things that were or are beyond your control.
You are not alone.
God’s mercy reaches beyond the muck and mire of our pasts to recreate us in the grace and love of Jesus. He li s fallen
heads, puriﬁes rebellious hearts and places slippery feet on solid ground.
Nothing about having a “past” or “complicated associa ons” can keep you from walking out in the freedom and hope of
Jesus.
I did a search throughout the Bible to see who Jesus says I am. Now let these descrip ons bring peace and a smile to you
today. We are called redeemed, free, transformed, washed, sanc ﬁed, jus ﬁed, forgiven, born again, the salt of the earth,
complete, chosen, adopted, and secure in Christ – to name only some.
We were loved while we were s ll sinners and he loves us now. Romans 8:38-39 tells us that nothing can separate us from
the love of God. And God always uses the broken to showcase His beauty. Friends, He created you and provided a way to
transform you and make you whole and complete. This “new crea on” is beau ful!
Pastor of Visita on- Rita Carter

SUMMER SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 9:30 AM

Date

Title/Scripture

Speaker

July 3, 2022
tering

Sermon Title: “To Tell the Truth and Nothing But the Truth”

Pastor Bob Ket-

July 10, 2022
hart

Sermon Title: “Come to the Party”

July 17, 2022

Sermon Title: “TBD”
Scripture: TBD

Scriptures: Matthew 5:33-37; 12:34-37; James 5:12
Mary Etta Rein-

Scripture: Hebrews 10:19-25, Revelation 5:11-14
Moment for Missions: ANE District Ministries
Rachel Johnson

SERVING THE CHURCH
Welcomers/Greeters
July Welcomers: 3,10
17,24,31

9:30 am
9:30 am

Ron and Linda Bolt
Sam and Anna Mary Glick

July Greeters: 3,17,31
10, 24

9:30 am
9:30 am

Mel and Ruth Mae Lapp
Josh and Jess Bledsoe

Elective Sunday School Class- ‘Telling My Story’
10:45-11:45 am Sanctuary

Date
July 3
July 10
July 17
July 24
July 31

Speaker
Clarence Wenger

TBD
Connie Rutt
Ben Wenger
Tony Snyder

ATTENDANCE AND GIVING
Date
May 29
June 5
June 12
June 19

Morning Worship Sunday School
159
88
188
111
131
111
172
108
Building Maintenance Fund

General Offering
$8,055.25
$7,049.00
$8,988.40
$11,772.01
$ 449.00

* $10,024.00 is the weekly amount needed to meet the 2022 Budget

Online Giving
$345.00
$280.00
$1,245.00
$315.00

Anniversary Anecdote
The Church of the Brethren has never had a creed. In the early years, Brethren focused on nonconformity. New life as a Christian meant one should conform to the image of Christ. Worldly activities, places and
pleasures were to be avoided, including sports and competitions. Participation in these taboos resulted in disciplinary actions. Time and culture brought changes. Sports became part of the activities and socialization of
the church family. Various sports teams will be featured in the July anecdote.
There are plans to include a picture of the MG Junior softball team. Will you help us identify the players? Please write their names on the sheet provided. Hopefully, all can be identified. Thank You. Be sure to
check the display case.

PASTOR UPDATES
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The 235th recorded Annual Conference of the Church of the Brethren will take place in Omaha, Nebraska
from July 10-14. Annual Conference Moderator, David Sollenberger, has chosen as the theme of this year’s
Conference ‘Embracing One Another as Christ Embraces Us’ based upon Romanas 15:7.
Delegates from Mechanic Grove are Bob Kettering, Jim & Deb Krantz. Please keep them and the entire Annual Conference in your prayers.
The Conference will include Bible study sessions, worship services, concerts, meal events featuring speakers,
equipping sessions and activities for all ages. Several international guests will be attending.
In addition to normal elections and reports, delegates will be asked to make decisions regarding changes to
polity for Annual Conference Agencies; Amendments to the ‘appeal’ section of the Ethics in Ministry Relations; Increasing Access to Denominational Events; Revisions to the Bylaws of Church of the Brethren, Inc.;
and Revised Guidelines for Pastors’ Salaries and Benefits.
For more information about Annual Conference and live streaming options visit www.brethren.org/ac.
Next year’s Annual Conference is being planned for July 4-8 in Cincinnati, Ohio.

~ Senior Pastoral Search Committee
We have had two very posi ve interviews with one candidate and following our second interview the search commi ee
voted unanimously to pursue nego a ons for presen ng this candidate to the congrega on for acceptance as Senior Pastor. We are currently working with the District on a compensa on package with this candidate.
More to come in the near future upon comple on of compensa on package nego a ons .

OUR COUPLES CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES
Phil and Suzie Hershey
2
Jerry and Laurie O’Donnell
7
Jason and Audrey Reed
8
Randy and Debbie Hart
12
Rufus and Sharon Kreider
12
Chuck and Carol Groff
14
Tyler and Janelle Brown
16
Remington and Katherine Tshudy 16

Phil and Sheri Johnson
Bob and Kay Swarr
Karl & Sue Auker
Dave and Diane Herr
Derrick and Melissa Kreider
Richard and Jennifer Nolt

OUR MEMBERS CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS
Fritz Frey
Marvin Kreider
Ruth Clark
Jim Showalter
Karen Kreider
Linda Hunter
William Reed
Julian Nolt
Christian Davis
Barry Axe
Sue Auker
Daniel Auker

1
2
5
5
6
7
7
8
11
15
16
17

Cordell Heidinger
Loren Bucher
Jacoby Kreider
Rhonda Heidinger
Krista Mauger
Diane Herr
Kerri Mauger
Glenda Findley
Paige Herr
Melissa Kreider
Jamie Phipps
Joshua Auker

18
20
21
22
22
23
23
27
28
29
29
31

20
21
24
27
28
31

PLEASE NOTE

*All scheduled events in this newsletter are subject to change. Please check other means of
communication such as bulletins, emails, website, etc. for current updates.
*Prayer List – If you do not currently receive our email prayer list and would like to, please
contact the church office or visit: http://eepurl.com/gNWe95 If you do not use email, there is
also a phone prayer chain available.
*Commission Mailboxes – Please make sure to check your commission mailboxes weekly for
informa on, bills needing signed and more important informa on.
*Articles for the August newsletter are due by July 15th.
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10-14:
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15:
17:
18:
23-27:
24:

July Calendar:

Oﬃce Closed
Bold-FLC
8:30am
Annual Conference- Omaha, NE
VBS- Grove
5:15pm
Teaman Golf Tournament
NYC Youth Luncheon- FLC 12:30pm
Commions and Business Mee ngs
7:00 pm
NYC – Fort Collins, CO
FLC Rental
2:00pm

Support and Thanks from Congregation:
Thank you from the entire Groff family for all of the love, support, meals and prayers over the
last 4 months. The family has faith and comfort in knowing that Millie is worshipping with Jesus.
On behalf of our entire family, we would like to thank you for the many expressions of sympathy, kindness and support on the recent passing of our mother, Betty Kreider. We were amazed by the
many lives she touched in her 95 years, witnessed by your outpouring of love and support! The
Kreider/Osborne Families

Happenings at Camp Swatara

Camp Swatara needs your help with the Annual Family Camp Auction! We want to make this auction the
best yet! We are looking for individuals, SS classes, family groups, etc., who would be willing to donate
something. Theme gift baskets are always a winner! Do you have a talent for painting, pottery, sewing,
woodworking, etc.? Birdhouses and bird feeders are popular! We need items for the Children’s Auction,
too! Do you have a service you could share? Think outside the box! Remember 100% of donations from
the auction benefit Family Camp at Camp Swatara. There are no administration costs, it is organized and
run by volunteers. We will be glad to pick up your donation, just give us a call to make arrangements. Date
of the auction is Saturday, September 3, 2022 in the East Lodge at Camp Swatara. Children’s auction starts
at 9:30 am with the main auction immediately following. Any questions, call Sandy Hughes at 717-679-1995
or Ryan Arndt at 717-926-1939.

.

Children’s Outreach Ministries
Administrator’s Newsletter
We want to celebrate the wonderful school year we just completed. Registration and attendance were
back up in all our programs, with many new families joining. Our reputation is growing in our community, as well as awareness of all we do here. Wee Friends Preschool and the Primary Program held their
end of the year programs in May. It was an opportunity for the children to sing, dance and recite poems
demonstrating all they had learned over the school year. We had a huge outpouring of support for the
children and our teachers, and the parents truly enjoyed it. Registration has already begun for the upcoming school year. We are full for our Primary Program, but if you know of anyone who might be interested in Preschool, please have them contact our Director Sharon Godfrey at sharong@mgcb.org or
(717)806-2161.
CLASP celebrated the end of their school year with a catered breakfast here at our facility. It was a special treat for the children and a time to honor and celebrate them for all they have accomplished over
the last 10 months. The last few years have not been easy for our CLASP kids here and at school. It was
nice to just sit together and recognize how far we have come.
By the time you read this newsletter we will already be into our fourth week of Summer CLASP. This is
our irst “normal” summer since COVID without a single restriction or mandate. I’m excited about the
program our new Summer CLASP Director Allysa Tantala has put together. She has scheduled some
amazing ield trips such as SkyZone, Lake Tobias, Treehouse World, Barnstormers, and Paulus Farm to
name a few, and planned themed weeks and activities for the days we are here at Mechanic Grove. It
truly will be a fun illed summer. If you know anyone who might be interested in registering please have
them contact Allysa at allysat@mgcb.org, or (717)806-2159.
Child Care gets to take a bit of a break over the summer. Because we care for so many teachers’ children, our attendance drops a little bit for the next three months. Fun water days and summer activities
have been planned. You can also see a small garden that the children are growing and will be caring for
over the summer. The best part of that project will be eating the different fruits and vegetables when
they come in. We do have some openings at our Child Care so if you know of anyone who might be interested, please have them contact Joan Cutler at joanc@mgcb.org or (717)806-2160.
Thank you for constant support and prayers. We are grateful for MGCOB and the partnership we have
with you. Have a blessed summer!
In His Name - Aliza Kraynak, Administrator
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