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Read these instructions
A few weeks ago, in our home we needed to put together the base for our flat screen TV. When we opened
the box, we found a set of instructions with these words on the front cover: Before using your product, please
read these instructions to prevent any damage. After carefully reading the instructions, we had our TV base
put together and ready to use in a very short period of time. I have found that it is very helpful to read the
instructions before I begin a project.
God has given us, as His people, similar good advice for our lives. In Joshua 1:8 we read these words that
God said to Joshua as he was beginning in his role as the leader of God’s people. Keep this Book of the Law
always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.
Then you will be prosperous and successful. God is reminding Joshua that he needs to read the instructions
before he begins to lead Israel as they conquer the Promised Land.
Many in our congregation have accepted the challenge this year of reading through the Bible. Some are using
various versions of the One Year Bible which offers readings from the Old and New Testaments plus a
reading from Psalms and Proverbs every day. A few others in our congregation are using a chronological
Bible as they read through the Bible in one year. Either way, those who are reading their Bibles every day
are reading the instructions that God wants us to know so that we can live lives that honor Him.
A project like reading through the Bible can seem like a lot of fun when we start out doing this in the
beginning of the year. Reading Genesis 1 and Matthew 1 on New Year’s Day is exciting as we look forward
to a great year of Bible reading. But we are now approaching our 5 month of reading the Bible. In the One
Year Bibles we have read through some incredibly strange words of law in Leviticus and Deuteronomy. We
have also read some pretty alarming words from God about how he will punish Israel if they are not faithful
to him. We are now reading the books of history – Joshua, Judges, Ruth, etc. – which include a lot of stories
of violence and death. And we have a long way to go before we get to the end of this reading on December
31.
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I would like to remind and challenge all in our church family of the importance of reading the
instructions. Sometimes those instructions can be boring (as in Leviticus) and sometimes those instructions
can be rather distressing (as in the book of Judges!). But let’s all renew our commitment to reading through
the Bible in one year as we seek to learn and follow God’s instructions for our lives. If Joshua needed to
keep this Book of the Law on his lips, I am sure that we also want to keep God’s word on our lips as well as
on our hearts and minds.
If you would like a little encouragement for this journey, I will be happy to add you to our One Year Bible
Reading email group. Sometimes a few words of encouragement can be very helpful as we travel this
journey through the Bible together. Just remember these words: Read these instructions before using your
product….
By: Mary Etta Reinhart

Date
May 1
Youth Sunday

May 8
Mother’s Day/
Family Life Sunday

Title/Scripture

Speaker

In Jerusalem, to Judea and Samaria and to the Ends of the Earth Youth
Scripture: Acts 1:8
Sermon Title: “Water to Wine: Magic or Miracle”
Scripture: John 2:1-11

Pastor Bob Kettering

~ Moment for Mission: Church World Service

May 15

Sermon Title: “A Miracle of Deliverance”
Scripture: Mark 5:1-20

Pastor Bob Kettering

May 22

Sermon Title: “Do you Want to Be Healed”
Scripture: John 5:2-15

Pastor Bob Kettering

May 29

Monologue: “Dirk Willems: Martyr for Christ”
Scriptures: Matthew 5:10-12, 38-48; I Corinthians 4:9-13

Pastor Bob Kettering

SUMMER ELECTIVES
By: Ed Reinhart

As done in the past, there will be summer electives this summer. This summer we have selected two electives . These will be the only two adult Sunday school classes offered.
The first class will be entitled “Telling My Story”. Pastor Bob will find special speakers from
inside and outside our congregation who will recount their special or unique stories of the services, or of outside perspectives and how it impacted and influenced them and others within
our congregation and other congregations in the brotherhood. It promises to be very enlightening. The series will be moderated by Bob Kettering who will introduce the speakers.
The second class will be led by Mary Etta Reinhart. This will be a video series from Right
Now media taught by Shane J. Wood Ph.D. (New Testament faculty at Ozark Christian College) entitled Revelation. The goal is to have us look at the book of Revelation from another
perspective, with the prospective goal to make it seem more simple so the book can be a
blessing . The class will I’m sure be very enlightening.

Music Notes

By Lori Holzhauer

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone that continues to
support our Music Ministry. These last two COVID years have been
interesting to navigate and I really appreciate your commitment and hard
work.
I have begun working on the summer music schedule. There are 18
Sundays that will need to be filled. If you would be interested, or know of
someone that would be willing to provide special music, please fill out the
form below and put it in my mailbox. Thank you!!!
______________________________ _____________________ _____________________________
(name)
(phone #)
(e-mail)

4

Jeﬀ & Tammy Wood

6

David & Diane Nichols

10

David & Lisa Wisse

19

Marvin & Melissa Kreider

21

William & Linda Waltman

23

Jim & Cinda Showalter

24

James & Debra Krantz

25

Clarence & Carolyn Wenger

26

Josh & Heather Kreider

1 Heather Robertson
Connie Ru
2 Be y Pyle
4 Travis Heidinger
Marie a Peters
Kenneth Sample
5 Marilyn Moses
6 Daniel Hershberger
7 Faith Witmer
James Lowell
8 Lewis Kreider
William Waltman
9
Andrew Trimble
12 Ester Lloyd
14 Paul Myers
Jennifer Weaver
Ben Wenger

29 Sco & Janae McMichael
Brian & Heather Robertson

15

Donna Kreider
Kevin Prewi
Edward Reinhart
Rachel Spring
17 Fredrick Frey
Kirk Nields
Donna Sellers
18 Amanda Grumbling
19 Sharon Enck
Audrey Lefever
Carter Wintsch
21 Addison O’Donnell
22 Paul Trimble
23 Brin Akers
24 Ayden Herr
Daniel Clayton
Hannah Wood
25 John Frey

26
28
29
30

31

Laurie O’Donnell
Samantha Kreider
Vicki Kreider
Dave Wimer
Sheri Teaman
Cyrus Haines
Robert Badger
Larry Costa
Nicholas Kreider
Barry Smith
Christy Heidinger
Karen Kurtz
Derrick Kreider
Anita McFadden
Adelyn Bolt
Catharine Meadows
Mike Mello

Blessings of Hope
Let's Volunteer at Blessings of Hope! The mission of Blessing of Hope is to feed the hungry
by facilitating partnerships between food suppliers and nonprofits in a way that brings God's
blessings to both. We are committed to empowering churches and ministries to build
relationships in their communities through food and acts of love. Blessings of Hope is a food
distribution center that supplies other ministries who in turn distribute food to the those in
need. Blessings of Hope has relationships with over 200 food producers, grocery establishments and distributors regionally centered around Lancaster County and in multiple states.
By: Darlene Kreider– Witness Commission

Refugee Resettlement
The Anniversary Anecdote for May focuses on Refugees. Mechanic Grove has a long history of
helping people in need. Refugees from other places certainly are people in need. People fleeing
famine, the destruction of war, or persecution for their beliefs. These people have suffered and experienced tremendous hardships when all they want is what we all want, to live their lives in peace
and provide for their families.
I went online and looked up Bible passages about sojourners and loving our neighbors as ourselves. Not surprisingly I found dozens and dozens of references. Isn’t this at the very core of what
it means to be a Christian? Here are two such passages:

Exodus 22:21
“You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt”
Malachi 3:5
“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers,
against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker
in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do
not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.
So, we know that our work with refugees goes back to at least 1947 because we have a picture of a
“displaced persons” family from that date. We also have many photos of our efforts to resettle families from Southeast Asia, Eastern Europe and Asia. Some of the work continues with assistance we
have given to help support an Afghan family. As long as people of the world continue to wage war
and suppress others, we will continue to find opportunities to help.
By: David Nichols

Update on Refugee Resettlement- In addition to MGCOB partnering with St. John's Episcopal
church, Lancaster Church of the Brethren who are now supporting an Afghani refugee family in the
Lancaster area will also be involved. There will be a meeting with Church World Service with the
possibility of bringing more of the family members to the Lancaster area. More information to follow.
By: Darlene Kreider

We have completed our Church Proﬁle for our
Senior Pastoral Search and submitted it to the
Atlantic Northeast District for their ﬁle and
distribution.
The committee would like to thank all those who
participated in the recent survey for their input,
it provided additional insight and was very
much appreciated.
Please continue to be in prayer as we continue
our pursuit of a Senior Pastor.
~ Senior Pastoral Search Committee

From its founding in 1897, Mechanic Grove has valued education. Sunday School was begun in
1903. Bible School was added (no date available), held each summer for two weeks.
The display case contains items that reflect the changes in Bible School here at the Grove
over the years. What is displayed may surprise you, bring questions or wonder. What do you remember from your time in Bible School here or what do you see that you wonder about? Come
hear
the
125th
anniversary
presentation
of
Bible
School
on
June
19.
~ by Lucille Wenger
The 125th committee members are: Dave Nichols, Peggy
Osborne, Doris Snyder, Lucille Wenger and Denise Young

Do Not Dwell
So much of our lives and daily activities have been radically impacted the last two years. For COM we
have finally come to the point where things feel “normal” again. I am incredibly grateful for the staff and
Directors that have walked and worked alongside of me and each other. In many ways God has made us
stronger and brought us closer, as He does so frequently during times of “crisis”. I believe there were
times when we wondered if we would ever get to the place we are now.
It is currently Spring, and after the long dark hours of the winter months and the cold, we all look forward
to the newness of life and light that Spring brings. There is a verse I’m praying for Children’s Outreach
Ministries for the remainder of 2022. Isaiah 43:18-19 says “Forget the former things; do not dwell in the
past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?”.
We have focused so long on trying to survive and rebuild at COM, I am excited to make the shift and
“forget the former things”. I see the growing reputation that Children’s Outreach Ministries is having in
our community, and the impact it is having on the lives of the children and families we serve. Because of
that there are many new families registering for our programs. We have so much potential to be used by
God, and we are just scratching the surface. It is exciting to sit in anticipation to see the “new thing” that
God is going to “spring up”.

I know many times I need to be reminded that new is not necessarily bad, it’s just different. And don’t we
all desire that at times? To consider that the God of the Universe is going to be doing a “new thing” and
just like the buds emerging from the ground and trees, seeing those “buds” spring up in Children’s Outreach Ministries should bring tremendous anticipation and excitement.
That is what I am praying God will do here. That He will stretch us and bring new opportunities and ways
to serve and minister to these families. That he will allow us to be a bridge and show these children and
families who He is and how He loves. Would you pray with me for fresh opportunities and new ways to
make Him known?
May God continue to allow COM to grow and be used to reach this community, and may we be excited as
we anticipate the new things, He will do through us.
In His Name - Aliza Kraynak, Administrator

May 14, 2022 ~ 6:30 PM ~ Family Life Center
We are in search of volunteers (male or female) to host event tables. Each volunteer would be
responsible for decorating and providing refreshments surrounding the chosen theme of their
table. In addition, each host is asked to invite 8-12 guests to sit at their table. Tickets cost $10
and proceeds bene t BOLD. See poster in gathering area to sign up to host a table and let your
Pinterest mind run wild! Hosting isn’t for you? Seek out a host or hostess to reserve your ticket to
join in on the fun!
Contact Caitlyn Mauger at 717-989-2603, Caitlyn.mauger@gmail.com with questions.

Happenings at Camp Swatara
For more information, please visit
www.campswatara.org/events

.
It’s time for food, fellowship and fun! Join us
May 11, 2022 at 12 Noon at Yoder’s Restaurant
in New Holland. Entertainment provided by
Terry Gehman. Cost is $22/person. Deadline for
reservations is May 4.

Solanco Neighborhood Ministries con nues to help feed
our community, thanks to the generous food dona ons
we receive. Addi onally, we use donated funds to purchase foods that are not donated. *fresh fruit and produce is always welcome (i.e. apples, oranges, carrot
s cks, cheese s cks, etc.)
Current Items Needed:
Ham (whole or half)

Fresh or scalloped potatoes

Green beans (2 cans)

Cream of mushroom soup

French Onion mix

Corn muffin mix (2)

granulated sugar

Mayonnaise

White vinegar (small bottle)
Canned whole beets (2- 15 oz cans)
Angel Food Cake Mix

Crushed pineapple (large can)
Margarine (tub or sticks)
Eggs

NEW SERMON SERIES TO BEGIN IN MAY THROUGH AUGUST
A sermon series will begin on May 8 and con nue through the summer months on ‘Miracles of the Master’. Each sermon will focus
on a miracle performed by Jesus. The series will be interrupted with special sermons throughout the next four months with a monologue on May 29 featuring 16 century Anabap st martyr Dirk Willems who was burned at the stake in the Netherlands for his
Anabap st faith.
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Pentecost Sunday is June 5 and will focus on the theme of temperance as part of the Anniversary Series of sermons dealing with
Brethren dis nc ves.
CONGREGATIONAL BUSINESS MEETING MAY 15
The spring congrega onal business mee ng will take place at 11:45 in the sanctuary to transact the business of the Mechanic
Grove Church under the leadership of our moderator, Karen Hacke . Reports will be received, changes to the church by-laws will
be presented for approval and a proposal to establish a building needs assessment commi ee. Agendas and packets with reports
and proposals will be available on May 1.
HYMN SING AT MIDDLE CREEK CHURCH
Bob Ke ering will be leading a hymn sing at the Middle Creek Church on Sunday, May 15 at 7:00. Paul Brubaker will serve as pianist. All are invited to par cipate in an evening of inspira onal congrega onal singing. The Middle Creek Church is located at 351
Middle Creek Road, Li tz.
MINISTERS OF MUSIC CONCERT AT FLORIN CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN MAY 22
The Ministers of Music will present an evening of sacred music at the Florin Church of the Brethren located at 815 Bruce Avenue in
Mount Joy on Sunday evening May 22 at 7:00. Bob Ke ering is an original part of the male quartet which was formed in January
1979 at the Florin Church of the Brethren with pastors from the Anabap st Churches in Mount Joy who were sponsoring a Keystone Bible Ins tute. Ministers of Music has given over 260 concerts in their 43 year history. A free-will oﬀering will be received.

By: Bob Ke ering
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1

29

22

15

2 Samuel 14:1-15:22
John 18:1-24
Psalm 119:97-112
Proverbs 16:8-9

2 Samuel 1:1-2:11
John 12:20-50
Psalm 118:19-29
Proverbs 15:27-28

1 Samuel 17:1-18:4
John 8:21-30
Psalm 111:1-10
Proverbs 15:11

1 Samuel 2:22-4:22
John 5:24-47
Psalm 106:1-12
Proverbs 14:30-31

Judges 13:1-14:20
John 1:29-51
Psalm 102:1-28
Proverbs 14:15-16

Sun

30

23

2 Samuel 15:23-16:23
John 18:25-19:22
Psalm 119:113-128
Proverbs 16:10-11

2 Samuel 2:12-3:39
John 13:1-30
Psalm 119:1-16
Proverbs 15:29-30
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2

16

1 Samuel 18:5-19:24
John 8:31-59
Psalm 112:1-10
Proverbs 15:12-14

1 Samuel 5:1-7:17
John 6:1-21
Psalm 106:13-31
Proverbs 14:32-33

Judges 15:1-16:31
John 2:1-25
Psalm 103:1-22
Proverbs 14:17-19

Mon

2 Samuel 17:1-29
John 19:23-42
Psalm 119:129-152
Proverbs 16:12-13

2 Samuel 2:12-3:39
John 13:1-30
Psalm 119:1-16
Proverbs 15:29-30

3

17

10

31

24

1 Samuel 20:1-21:15
John 9:1-41
Psalm 113:1-114:8
Proverbs 15:15-17

1 Samuel 8:1-9:27
John 6:22-42
Psalm 106:32-48
Proverbs 14:34-35

Judges 17:1-18:31
John 3:1-21
Psalm 104:1-23
Proverbs 14:20-21

Tue

18

25

1 Samuel 22:1-23:29
John 10:1-21
Psalm 115:1-18
Proverbs 15:18-19

2 Samuel 7:1-8:18
John 14:15-31
Psalm 119:33-48
Proverbs 15:33

4

11
1 Samuel 10:1-11:15
John 6:43-71
Psalm 107:1-43
Proverbs 15:1-3

Judges 19:1-20:48
John 3:22-4:3
Psalm 104:24-35
Proverbs 14:22-24

Wed

19

26

1 Samuel 24:1-25:44
John 10:22-42
Psalm 116:1-19
Proverbs 15:20-21

2 Samuel 9:1-11:27
John 15:1-27
Psalm 119:49-64
Proverbs 16:1-3

5

12
1 Samuel 10:1-11:15
John 6:43-71
Psalm 107:1-43
Proverbs 15:1-3

Judges 21:1-Ruth
1:22
John 4:4-42
Psalm 105:1-15

Thu

Keep me with your Bible

2 Samuel 12:1-31
John 16:1-33
Psalm 119:65-80
Proverbs 16:4-5

6

20

13

27

1 Samuel 26:1-28:25
John 11:1-54
Psalm 117:1-2
Proverbs 15:22-23

1 Samuel 14:1-52
John 7:31-53
Psalm 109:1-31
Proverbs 15:5-7

Ruth 2:1-4:22
John 4:43-54
Psalm 105:16-36
Proverbs 14:26-27

Fri

21

28

1 Samuel 29:1-31:13
John 11:55-12:19
Psalm 118:1-18
Proverbs 15:24-26

2 Samuel 13:1-39
John 17:1-26
Psalm 119:81-96
Proverbs 16:6-7

7

14
1 Samuel 15:1-16:23
John 8:1-20
Psalm 110:1-7
Proverbs 15:8-10

1 Samuel 1:1-2:21
John 5:1-23
Psalm 105:37-45
Proverbs 14:28-29

Sat

