
REVELATIONS 

              Website: www.mgcb.org           Phone: 717-786-2723                        

                                    Email: church@mgcb.org 

January 2023 
Happy New Year! 

 
2023. A fresh start. A clean slate. A new beginning.  
 
I have a strong appreciation for the start of a new year. I love reection and goal setting. I love 
looking into another 365 days with intention and purpose. 
 
I’ve learned some things, though, about new year goal setting…  

· I will, at some point in time, lack the follow-through that I thought I had on January 1st.  
 

· Life in January will undoubtedly be very different from my life in the December to follow. 
 

· My intentions and goals for the year have got nothing on what God has in store for me. 
 
I learned these little lessons after many years of setting goals for myself in the areas of 
friendships, physical health, our home, my spiritual health, our nances and so on. Sure, these 
goals set me on a nice trajectory to start out the year, but I don’t have the foresight to know what 
I’ll need when the calendar turns over again. 
 
This time last year, I had stepped into a world of wild unknown. Simply obedience to what God 
was asking me to do next. Five months prior, I prayed a bold “whatever you want to do, Lord, do 
it. I’m ready” prayer and then by the time the year was out I was submitting an application for the 
position of Director of Family Ministry here at Mechanic Grove.  
 
My goal setting looked way different than a normal end of year reection. I found myself not able 
to intentionally set goals for the upcoming year. God had absolutely ipped my year inside out. I 
didn’t have a clue what January 2022 was going to bring based on what he asked me to 
surrender in December 2021. But in a sense, old habits die hard. I needed to position my gaze 
for the year. There was only one direction to look - up.  
 
Each year, D-Group, the women’s bible study I lead, asks its participants to pray over a 
characteristic or attribute of God they want to (or need to) lean into for that year. It’s kind of like 
picking a word for the year, but better! Last year, I needed to sit in the sovereignty and almighty 
power of God. Knowing that to be true of Him allowed me to pray often over my availability for 
Him to work in and through me. 
 
Maybe you’ll join me in leaning into a specic attribute of God for 2023? Ask Him to reveal to you 
what He has for you, what He wants to show you of Himself. If you need some help, stop by my 
office. I have a nice list of attributes of God with aligning scripture passages that I’d be happy to 
share with you.  
 
I’m not yet sure what attribute I’ll settle on for 2023. But I assure you, when all my other intentions 
for good goals or healthy lifestyles failed me this year, that one goal didn’t. Leaning in to El Elyon, 
the Sovereign One, proved himself over and over again this year. He will be true to who He is for 
you too. Lean in. It’s His nature. 
 

                                                                                               ~ Janae McMichael, Director of Family Ministries 

1392 Robert Fulton Hwy Quarryville, PA 17566 



 
January 1 Sermon Title: “Glancing Back, Focusing Forward” Rachel Johnson 
 Scripture: Isaiah 43:16-21, Ephesians 4:20-32 

 
Series: Simply Jesus! ~ based on the Gospel of Luke 

January 8 Sermon Title: “Showdown in the Desert” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: Luke 4:1-13 
   
January 15 Sermon Title: “Rejec on!” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: Luke 4:14-30  
 
January 22 Sermon Title: “He Chose Me!” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: Luke 5:1-11  
 
January 29 Title: “Taking a Stand” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: Luke 5:17-26 
 
  
  

Date   Title/Scripture       Speaker 

 

      

 

  



 

 
I want to thank you for this opportunity to briey share about my recent two and a half week mission trip to 
East African Church of the Brethren congregations in Kenya, Rwanda, Burundi and Uganda. Thank you for 
your prayers and for the nancial contribution from the Mission Endowment Fund to help underwrite some 
of the expenses of the pastoral training seminars in the four countries I mentioned.  And thanks to my won-
derful family for supporting me in this endeavor. This was my rst trip to Africa. 

Joining me as part of the training team was Marla Abe who planned the trip. She is pastor of the Lynchburg, 
Virginia COB and the daughter of Brethren missionaries Charlie and Mary Beth Bieber. Marla was born and 
raised in Nigeria and has a real heart for Africa. Also joining us was Caleb Sylvanus Dakwak who is the          
senior pastor of the Abuja Church of the Brethren in the capital of Nigeria. His congregation averages        
between 2,000-3,000 on a Sunday morning; a mega church on the scale of the local LCBC in Manheim. The 
COB in Nigeria will be celebrating its 100th anniversary next year with about one million members and many 
more in worship on a Sunday morning. 

Let me say that the Church of the Brethren is expanding rapidly to many countries in Africa in recent years 
and exploding in growth. The Nigerian Church of the Brethren has recently started congregations in         
Cameroon, Togo and the Niger Republic. Other newly established COB congregations have started in          
Burundi-2015; Rwanda-2015; Uganda-2015; D.R. Congo-2014; Kenya this year and soon to be established 
in South Sudan. On the plane ride back we received word that the COB has now been launched in           
Tanzania. The Lord is doing a marvelous, miraculous work of establishing and growing the Church of the 
Brethren throughout Africa. But with all of these new churches there is a great need for the education and 
training of pastors in Brethren history, theology, beliefs and practices. 

All of our teaching and preaching was translated by interpreters from each of the different languages in the 
four countries we visited to about 100 pastors plus 100 spouses and laity. I gave a 4-5 hour lecture on the 
history of the Christian church, explained our ordinances and taught on our understanding and mode of 
baptism. Marla taught on the love feast, communion, feet washing, anointing and laying on of hands. Marla 
and I taught on the peace position of the church and Sylvanus taught on discipleship and integrity of             
ministry. I also taught on self-care of pastors. In each country we did two days of seminars morning and     
afternoon. The Brethen in Africa dance and sing heartily in worship and the Masai pastors jump when they 
worship and invited me to the platform to join them in jumping in praise of the Lord! 

I preached in two churches in Rwanda…the large church in Gisenyi with several hundred in attendance and 
a smaller church reached by a dirt foot path from the road lined with roosters, goats and sheep. 

It was a rigorous and rewarding experience which included 10 air ights, hundreds of miles driving in the 
back of a car or van up and down and around very high dormant volcanic mountains with breathtaking 
views and hairpin turns. The trip through Uganda was a ten hour ride in the back of a van on a two lane 
macadam road with four rumble strips every few miles and through the savannah to Kasese where we saw 
elephants, baboons, monkeys, water buffalo, antelope, a hyena, elands and hippos. 

We stayed in adequate to primitive hotels but I slept well every night and ate well with some new tastes      
including chapati, goat meat and rice soaked in beet juice. Lots of potatoes, rice, chicken, beef and even 
spaghetti, pizza.  Breakfast was usually fresh fruit, omelets and black tea. I returned home on Sunday        
evening after about 20 hours of ying.  I will be available for a presentation to churches in early 2023. 



 

 

 
   5    Jenn Juarez 18   Dave Felpel 24  Alan Pla  
     9  Dus n Mello    Tina Herr 25 Annice Landis 
     Fawn Sample     Philip Johnson  26 Holly Cunningham 
 11 Barbara Kreider     Mike Mauger  Madison Houghton 
 13 Pam Scheffel    Ashley Welch 27 Doug Heisler 
 16   Drew Housekeeper 19  Linda Frank 30 Gail Grosh 
       Ruth Mae Lapp  Mel Lapp  Mary Poe 

      Dick Lefever 20   Clarence Wenger 31 Glenn Kreider 

   
  
    
           
     If you have a birthday or anniversary this month and it is not listed, please contact the church office. 

 
 

                                                                     7  Dylan & Krista Ricker    

    

 

   Clyde Dubble                             Tyler & Janelle Brown 
   The Glen #359                          3148 Pinch Road 

   675 Willow Valley Square            Manheim PA 17545 

   Lancaster, PA 17602                     

                           Phone: 717.517.3370                    

Music Notes 
By Lori Holzhauer 

LET’S GET RINGING AGAIN!!!  The Adult Bell Choir will start prac cing on Thursday, 

January 12 at 6:30.  Now is your chance to join if you are interested.  No experience is necessary, we 
will teach you what you need to know.  If you have any ques ons, please give me a call at 717-951-
8880 or e-mail me at Dav1Lori2@epix.net.   

Adult Choir 
Youth - ??? 

Wednesdays 
 7:30 – 8:30 

Adult Bell Choir 
Thursdays 

 6:30 – 7:30 
In Room 26 

Jr. Chime Choir will be star ng on 
Wednesday, January 11th at 5:15.  We 
will meet in the bell room, located in 

the upstairs Nursery School Wing. 







            

 



 

Orienta on for Church Board 
members will be January 7 at  
9 am in the Fellowship Hall/

Catacombs. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

I wanted to extend a BIG THANK YOU to all the individuals that were involved in 
making the 3rd annual Journey to the Nativity event, such a great success.   

This truly is a church event.  From our youngest person, Isaac Kreider to those adults 
70+.   I had a total of 71 people helping in some capacity.  You were willing to be in-
volved, help with set up and help to take it all down again.  You withstood the cold 
too!  We brought much joy to those traveling the path leading up to the birth of our 

Savior.   It was a production that took many hands to make it work.  AND YOU DID!   

We had 350+ people attending this year.   Each year the number increases and that is great!   I thank 
those in our church who attended, and we were also blessed to have so many in the community come 
to walk through the Journey.   God provided us with perfect weather Saturday evening which enabled 
us to show and explain of the Hope of knowing Jesus as we celebrate Christmas.    We had many 
canned good donations, gift cards and money collected for the Solanco Food Bank.   The outpouring of 
generosity to give back to the community is wonderful!   

The Holy Spirit is truly alive and at work at Mechanic Grove!   Joy to the World, yes this is Christmas!   
Not just December 25th, but every day of the year.   

There are already have some new ideas to add to the Journey to the Nativity for next year.  I like Pastor 
Kevin’s thought on having the Cross with the Manger.  That will be incorporated into the Manger scene 
next year.   The more we can share the Light of Christ to others, the more the Light of Christ will shine in 
them.   

I could never say it enough, thank you and I appreciate everyone one of you!  

Diane Herr  

CANCELLATION OF SERVICES & ROOTS ACTIVITIES 
 

The decision to cancel Sunday morning church services will be made by the Board Chair and the Pas-
tor. Any decision to cancel will be announced on WDAC, 94.5 radio, the church website home page 
(www.mgcb.org), church Facebook page and the church answering machine. If services are not can-
celled and you feel it unsafe to get to church for you or your family, please worship with us online in 
your own at home! 
 
For ROOTS Wednesday cancellations, we will follow cancellation or early dismissal decisions deter-
mined by Solanco School District. If school has been cancelled or dismissed early, there will be no 
ROOTS          activities! There may be other occasions when we need to cancel ROOTS before Solanco 
makes its decision. In those cases, we will do so by 1 pm on Wednesday. A message will be placed on 
the church website and church answering machine. 

We are in need of a few Sound and Live Stream Techni-
cians for both the 8:15 & 10:30 worship  services. You 
would be volunteering for one Sunday per month on a  
rotation. If you are interested, please see Ed Heidinger II 
or contact him at EdH@mgcb.org or 717.344.4177 



 

Several months ago the Witness Commission assisted St. John’s church in Lancaster in sponsoring an Afghani          
refugee family by offering financial support. Here’s some informa on on the family:  
 
The Abdi family consists of Ba  & Halimia (Dad & Mom), children Abidissa 16, Sutan 14 and Abdallah 8. 
- Ba  is employed at Urban Ou i ers and is pleased that his family now has income. 
-Abidissa & Sutan a end McCaskey High and Abdallah a ends Fulton Elementary in the School District of                  
Lancaster. 

The family is living in a house on the church property and are wan ng to do many things on their own, though they 
know there are people who care about them if help is needed. St. Joh’s has many members serving on the Wel-

Children’s Outreach Ministries Update 

A new year brings with it fresh opportuni es to seek a er and serve God.  Pastor Rita spoke of it as signing 
a blank page and asking God to fill it in.  I really like that analogy and am praying this for our ministries.  
We don’t know what God will have in store for us, but I would like us to “sign that blank page” and let Him 
fill it in with whatever He chooses.   

2022 was a blessed me of rebuilding and restoring the ministries that have struggled since COVID.  I know 
God is not finished with us.  He con nues to grow the reputa on of C.O.M. for His name and glory. As we 
move forward in this new year there is something I’m reques ng you to pray for us.  The makeup of the 
family unit has changed much over the last few years.  There are many grandparents raising their            
grandchildren, single parent households, and strained family rela onships.  More and more of the children 
we care for are struggling in many ways and are under a lot of stress.  We are striving to re-educate         
ourselves, but I ask that you pray God gives us the wisdom, insight, pa ence, love, and grace to meet the 
needs of these children and their families.  We know God can offer healing and comfort and we pray He 
opens doors and gives us opportunity to show this to them.    

We are excited to see all that God has for Children’s Outreach Ministries and Mechanic Grove Church of 
the Brethren in 2023.  Let us all be willing to sign that “Blank Page”.   

In His Name - Aliza Kraynak, Administrator 
 



 




