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March 2023 
We thought for this Newsletter it might be great for the church to hear from our Directors and learn from them 
about their respective ministries.  Thank you for partnering with Children’s Outreach Ministries, and for your 
constant support.  ~ Aliza Kraynak, Administrator   

Wee Friends Preschool 
Wee Friends students have been having fun with learning about the love of God. It is a blessing to watch these 
young children grow in Christ. They are learning about the Good Samaritan, Jesus loving the little children, and 
David and Goliath. They are beginning to understand that God’s love is unconditional, and they are showing 
His love to their peers in many ways. We are blessed to have them here with us every day.  

Mechanic Grove Primary Program 
The Primary Program is also learning about the love of God through Old and New Testament people. Almost 
every child has asked Jesus into their heart, and it shows. They show kindness and empathy to each other. It 
has been a blessing to watch them grow in Christ. Five are already reading, and six more are on their way. I am 
blessed to have them in my class.  

C.L.A.S.P (Christian Love All School Year Program) 
CLASP is sometimes the rst and/or last stop of the day during the school year for the children who are 
enrolled here. Our kids can range from kindergarten to fth grade. We open at 6:30am and the bus comes to 
gather them up for school around 8:45am. Anytime in between they could be dropped off, playing board 
games, playing with toys, building things with the many tactile supplies/toys we have, or just laying on a couch 
because they had an early morning. We also often go up to the gym, and we have bible time with Janae 
McMichael every month. In the afternoon, the bus comes back around 4:00pm and then we are open until 
6:00pm. Anytime in between the kids can be picked up. We also have snack time when the kids arrive back at 
the church and then they can do homework, read, or play until their parents pick them up. We pride ourselves 
on providing a safe and welcoming environment for all the kids in our care.   

C.L.A.S.P (Christian Love All Summer Program) 
Over the summer, we also provide care for children who just nished kindergarten up to kids who just nished 
fth grade. In the summer we are open from 6:30am-6:00pm. With it being an all day camp, it works best if we 
switch things up and have as much fun as we can! On Tuesdays and Thursdays we go on eld trips. I am almost 
done with planning those and then the schedule will be up on the church website if you want to take a look at 
all of the cool places we go! Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays are spent here at the church. Wednesdays we 
like to have theme days, i.e. bike day, STEM day, water day etc. Mondays and Fridays we just stick to our 
regular schedule, and we do have bible time every Friday. Some kids are here literally all day, so it’s important 
to move around and switch things up. We go outside to the playground, to the kickball eld, to the gym, go 
out and use sidewalk chalk, and even sometimes to the pavilion depending on the day and activity. The 
summer is always busy but packed full of fun and new experiences!   

Mechanic Grove Christian Child Care 
In the Month of February MGCCC children have been learning about Valentine's Day and God's Love, as well 
as "Joseph and his colorful coat".  We are also learning about Dental Health and Dentists. Even at a young age 
we are doing “academics” and preparing them for the next step.  So day to day we are learning about colors, 
shapes, and our ABC's, and writing our names and numbers, and so much more!  Our children are taught 
manners, kindness and all about friendship daily. Along with teaching the children about God's Love we are 
also preparing them for school. The staff at MGCC all have a love for working with children and it shows in our 
day to day interactions with the children. I feel that we offer the children a loving, nurturing and safe 
environment where the children come to learn and play. 
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Series ~ Journey to the Cross 

March 5 Sermon Title: “The Invita on” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: Luke 14:15-24 

 
March 12 Sermon Title: “Paying the Price” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: Luke 14:25-35 
   
March 19 Sermon Title: “Reality Check” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: Luke 16:19-31  
 
March 26 Sermon Title: “Am I In?” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: Luke 18:18-30  
 

Date   Title/Scripture       Speaker 

 
      

 

  



 

 
   2    Dale Bollinger 12   Spencer Pfender 18  Lisa Holzhauer 
       Lindsay Capoferri   Noelle Schneider  Sheila Mull 
      Walter Cunningham IV 13   Lucas Criswell  19 Ben Wimer 
    Suzie Hershey     Gayle Hershberger 20 Anna Mary Glick 
  3 Bill Guhl  Sheri Johnson  Rilee Hershberger 
     Eric Newswanger 14  Ellie Holzhauer 22 Bob Kauffman 
   4     Perrie Holzhauer  Brian Landis 23 Merv Keener 

      Donna Kreider (Mrs. Larry)   15  Emma Housekeeper 26 Jake Holzhauer 

     5    Wya  Kershner   16 Rhonda Holloway  Tavian McComsey 
   6   Tracy Pollock  Karen McComsey 27 Krista Lund 

   7 Traci Homsher  Ethan Mello   Sue McDonnell 
   10 Kyle Johnson   17 Anna Jane Glisson 28 Marcus Hart 

   11 Marian Kipp  Lucille Wenger  Rachel Johnson 

 
           
     If you have a birthday or anniversary this month and it is not listed, please contact the church office. 

13  Evere  Jr. & Donna Kreider 20  Charles & Edna Wagner 29  Bob & Denise Young 

19  Shawn & Jennifer O’Connell 29  Bill & Linda Ulrich   

 
CANCELLATION OF SERVICES & ROOTS ACTIVITIES 

 
The decision to cancel Sunday morning church services will be made by the Board Chair and the 
Pastor. Any decision to cancel will be announced on WDAC, 94.5 radio, the church website home 
page (www.mgcb.org), church Facebook page and the church answering machine. If services are not 
cancelled and you feel it unsafe to get to church for you or your family, please worship with us online 
in your own at home! 
 
For ROOTS Wednesday cancellations, we will follow cancellation or early dismissal decisions deter-
mined by Solanco School District. If school has been cancelled or dismissed early, there will be no 
ROOTS activities! There may be other occasions when we need to cancel ROOTS before Solanco 
makes its decision. In those cases, we will do so by 1 pm on Wednesday. A message will be placed on 
the church website and church answering machine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Hope Counseling Center is looking to hire a part-time Office Coordinator. The position is 25 
hours/week and includes late afternoon hours. For more information, see the bulletin board across 
from the family mailboxes. 



 

for March 
Mar 5 Philippians 2:5-7 

"Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men." 

Mar 12 Philippians 2:8-9 
"And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and be-
stowed on him the name that is above every name," 

Mar 19 Philippians 2:10-11 
"so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father." 

Mar 26 Philippians 2:12-13 
"Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my pres-
ence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure." 

 
Adult Sunday School Spring 2023 

Spring Quarter starts March 5 
 

 

Class Location Curriculum Teachers 

Christian Workers Room 14 International Lessons Doris Aument, Ken Rutt, Earle 
Hershey, Ed Reinhart 

Peacemakers Rooms 21-22 Ray Vander Laan DVD series: 
Death and Resurrection 
Of the Messiah 

Vince Becker, Mary Etta Rein-
hart, Brian Berkey 

Faithbuilders Children’s Chapel  RightNow Media studies: 
· Romans by J.D. Greear 

Kay Swarr, Ed Reinhart, Dave 
DeLong, Diane Herr, Linda Frank 

Messengers Room 33 “God Behaving Badly” 
· Book lessons taught by         
Pastor Kevin Richardson 

Nancy Wimer, Glenda Findley, 
Mike Mauger, Ed Reinhart, Rita 
Carter, Dave Wisse 

*NEW* 
Common Ground 

Room 24 Book Study by Dr. David Jeremiah: 
Mark: The Messiah in Action 
 

Mike Welch 

Explorers Room 25 TBD Self-Teaching 

Embracing         
Neighbors 

Room 23 RightNow Media studies: 
· The Conflict Dilemma" 

Raleigh Osborne, Mike Mauger, 
Janae McMichael 

Young Adults Children’s Chapel 
to the LEFT 

Jesus in a Digital Age Bob & Kay Swarr 



 
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BANQUET 

 
A en on ALL Men of Mechanic Grove: Our annual banquet for this year is being held on March 31 at 6:30 
pm. This is an excellent opportunity to invite family, friends, neighbors and even your coworkers to our 
church. They will enjoy a delicious pork loin dinner prepared by the  women, followed by entertainment by 
Leo Goodman, a priest from Harrisburg who will entertain with illusions and magic for those of all ages 
(program is different from last year). Reserva on forms are in your church mailbox. Just complete and return 
with payment to the basket marked “Men’s  Banquet” in the church office by Sunday, March 12. Any ques-

ons, contact Dave DeLong at 717.786.2957. 
 

 
ANE District Women’s Spring Fellowship 

 
Join us Saturday, March 18 at the Ephrata Church of the Brethren at 201 Crescent Avenue in Ephrata from 9 
am to 3 pm. 
 
Our speaker this year is Pastor Angel Finet. The theme is “Making Gra tude” based on Psalm 95:2 “Let us 
come into God’s presence with Thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to God with songs of praise.” 
 
Pastor Angela serves at Mountville Church of the Brethren. Prior to her call to ministry, Angela owned a pa-
per cra ing store in Northern Virginia, where she had the privilege of leading workshops for women both 
locally and na onally. She loves engaging with women as they explore their crea vity and their faith in a sup-
por ve community. 
 
The event will include singing, two sessions, ques on/answer/discussion me, lunch and special music pro-
vided by Un Nuevo Renacer Women’s Group (transla on provided). 
 
Registra on is open (Fee is $15) and will close Tuesday, March 7.  The offering will be donated to Brethren 
Housing Associa on. You can register at ane-cob.com and visit the Women’s Spring Fellowship. You have the 
op on to donate to BHA at this me. Childcare is available for ages 3 –8. 
 
We hope to see you March 18! 
 

 
 

Feed My Starving Children MobilePack Event 
 

This is the eighth year and the event is scheduled for Friday through Sunday, March 24-26 at Willow Street 
Mennonite Church, Willow Street, PA. 1,500 volunteers will pack 300,000 meals to help alleviate world           
hunger. 
 
If you are age 5-205, WE NEED YOU!!! You will work 2-hour shi s to pack 300,000 meals in three days.  To 
sign up you may do so (mid February) at the following link: 
h ps://give.fmsc.org/campaign/2303-022mi-willow-street-pa-lancaster-counry/c415663 

 
Packing mes are as follows: 
Friday, March 24  1:30-3:30 pm, 4:00 - 6:00 pm, 6:30-8:30 pm 
Saturday, March 25   9:00-11:00 am, 12:00-2:00 pm, 2:30-4:30 pm, 5:00-7:00 pm 
Sunday, March 26  1:30-3:30 pm, 4:40-6:30 pm 
 
We ask that you also bring a non-perishable food item to be donated to the Lancaster County Food Hub. 
They have requested the following items: peanut bu er (1 lb containers), canned meats (tuna/chicken), rice 
(1 lb bags white or brown), canned fruit (in juice/light syrup), pasta (whole wheat preferred), meal helpers 
(Hamburger Helper, rice, sides, etc), breakfast cereal (low sugar) and soups (low sodium). 





            

 



ONE GREAT HOUR OF  
SHARING OFFERING 

Sunday, March 21, 2021 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing is a special opportunity 
for our congrega on to show God’s love to people 
who are in need.  When you give, you support the             
life-changing efforts of Global Mission and Service, 
Brethren  Volunteer Service, Congrega onal Life  
Ministries, Brethren Disaster Ministries, the Global 
Food Ini a ve, the Office of Public Witness, the 
Office of Ministry and many others. With God’s help, 
your gi s, and the dedica on of faithful volunteers, 
the Church of the Brethren serves, loves and partners 
with people all over the world. Thank you for part-
nering in this         important work! 
 

Church of the Brethren Core Ministries 65% 
Nigeria Crisis Fund   20% 

Love Inc. (Homes for Hope) 7.5% 
Susquehanna Valley Ministries 7.5% 

 

 

We are in need of a few Sound and Live 
Stream Technicians for both the 8:15 & 
10:30 worship  services. You would be 
volunteering for one Sunday per 
month on a  rotation. If you are inter-
ested, please see Ed Heidinger II or 
contact him at EdH@mgcb.org or 
717.344.4177 

Easter Morning Sonrise Service 
April 9 at 

Alan & Pam Platt’s 
 

Come at 6:15 am for coffee, hot chocolate, 
etc. The service will begin at 6:30 in anticipa-
tion of a 6:37 sunrise. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LIFT Nutrition & Strength  Training 

classes for men & women will be offered by 
Penn State Extension at Mechanic Grove 
Church of the Brethren. 

The eight week class begins March 28 and 
continues until May 18. You can register for 
10:45 am  class that is held every Tuesday 
and Thursday. The cost is $60.00. Registration 
deadline is March 8.  

For information about registration contact 
Doris Aument 717 464-6662.  

ANE District Lenten Bible Study 

Join us on Zoom from 6—7 pm on March 5, 
12, 19 and 26 as Jamie Nace, Pastor of 
Child and Elder Ministries at Lancaster CoB 
leads us through The Case for Easter by 
Lee  Strobel. 

Lee will examine:  "The Medical Evidence, 
The Evidence of the Missing Body and The 
Evidence of Appearances. The evidence is 
in. The verdict is up to you." Register for 
this virtual study by going to the ANE          
District website:  http://ane-cob.com. If you 
have questions, please contact Mary Etta 
Reinhart at maryettar@mgcb.org for more 
information. 

Grief Support Group 

New Hope Counseling Center will be hosting a 
grief support Group on Monday afternoons 
starting March 27 – May 1 at the counseling 
center. Registration is required by Monday, 
March 20. To register or if you have questions 
contact Elaine at 717.786.2802 or                      
supervisor@newhopeministry.info. 

 

 

 

 

 

Items needed for Easter Dinner :         

2 boxes of scalloped potatoes, Ham/ham slices 
or Giant gift card, 2 cans of green beans, 
French fried onion rings, mushroom soup,        
yellow cake mix, box of light brown sugar, 1 
can of pineapple slices (20oz), 2 cans of beets, 
1 dozen of eggs, 1 lb margarine or butter 
  

Please bring your items to the Food Bank no 
later than Wednesday March 29th for the        
Easter Dinner. 

These items are for the warehouse: 

baby wipes, mayonnaise, canned salmon, 
canned beef stew, cooking oil, toothpaste, 
canned corn beef, Spam, diapers size 5 or 
6, applesauce 23 oz. sweetened or               
unsweetened, fruit cocktail/peaches or 
pears no sugar added 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
Camp Happenings. . . 

 

 




