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Moving Forward in 2024 

A part of me has always dreaded January 1.  A new year begins and it takes me a few weeks before I start 
wri ng that new year on my checks.  The month of January is always cold and seems like the longest month 
of the year.  And worst of all, four days into the new year, my birthday comes reminding me that not only is 
it a new year, but I am a year older.  Not a great way to start the new year.  So, to help get me excited 
about a new year, I always take me to glance back before focusing forward. 
 
As we begin a new year, we do so with an cipa on of all that God has for us as His church in the coming 
new year.  As we glance back at 2023, we can see how God has repeatedly poured out His favor and 
blessing upon the Mechanic Grove Church of the Brethren.  Some highlights from 2023 include: 

· Con nued development of ministries such as family ministries (children, youth, and young adults), 
BOLD, and outreach and service ministries 

· Development of new ministries like OAKS, our new ministry to older adults 
· Restora on of fellowship mes like game nights (Dutch Blitz, Dominoes, etc.) and old-fashioned 

potluck meals. 
· Con nued development of small group Bible studies including an adult bible study every Wednesday 

night 
· Weekly communica ons from staff in addi on to bulle ns and newsle ers 
· Renewed commitment to community and pastoral care through staff and deacons 
· Five bap zed believers and eight new members  
· Adop on of a five-year strategic vision which will enable us to grow deeper and branch out 
 

Yes, 2023 was a great year but I am sure the best is yet to come.  We are moving forward in 2024 to 
improve our Sunday morning experience, develop our family ministry and start new small groups, and 
make the necessary building modifica ons to provide for growth in these areas and keep us safe each me 
we are together.  We will begin the new year with a preaching series en tled “Refocus—The One Another 
Series” where we will look at six of the 59 one another commands of Scripture.  We will journey through 
Lent focusing on Jesus in the Gospel of John as we move toward March 31, Resurrec on Sunday.  We will 
con nue to serve one another (one of the sermons coming in January!) and our community with grace and 
compassion—just like Jesus!  And most of all we will con nue preaching and teaching the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ through all our ministries.  We are moving forward with great expecta on that the best of Mechanic 
Grove Church of the Brethren is yet to come.   
 
On the Journey with You, 

 Pasto  Kevi  
 
“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power  that is at work 
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all genera ons, for ever and ever!  Amen.”  
                                                                                              Eph. 3:20-21 

1392 Robert Fulton Hwy Quarryville, PA 17566 



“Refocus ~ The One Another” Sermon Series 
January 7 Sermon Title: “Encourage One Another” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: I Thessalonians 5:11  
January 14 Sermon Title: “Pray for One Another” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: James 5:13-16  
January 21 Sermon Title: “Serve One Another” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: Gala ans 5:13   
January 28 Sermon Title: “Accept One Another” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: Romans 15:7  
February 4 Sermon Title: “Forgive One Another” Pastor Kevin Richardson      
 Scripture: Ephesians 4:32    
February 11 Sermon Title: “Love One Another” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: I John 4:11  

“Changed Lives” (Series from the Gospel of John)  
February 18 Sermon Title: “Come Out of the Shadows” Pastor Kevin Richardson         
 Scripture: John 3:1-17  
 
February 25 Sermon Title: “A Life Changing Conversa on with Jesus” Pastor Kevin Richardson 
 Scripture: John 4:1-42 
                                         

     Date                 Title/Scripture       Speaker 

Music Notes 
By Lori Holzhauer 

A BIG THANK YOU to all the choir members, praise team, instrumentalists, soloists, organists and              
pianists who helped with our music program over the past year.   

Adult Choir will begin their rehearsals on January 3rd.   

Bell Choir will start on January 4th.  We’d love to have some new ringers so we can use all our bells.  Now 
is your chance to join if you are interested.  Jr. High and High School students are welcome.  No                 
experience is necessary, we will teach you what you need to know.  If you have any ques ons, please 
give me a call at 717-951-8880 or e-mail me at Dav1Lori2@epix.net.   

Jr. Bells/Chimes will meet at 5:15 on the evenings that we have a ROOTS Meal.  All 2nd 
grade and older students can join us.   

Adult Choir 
Youth - ??? 

Wednesdays 
 7:30 – 8:30 

Adult Bell Choir 
Thursdays 

 6:30 – 7:30 
In Room 26 



Ou  Couple  Celebratin  Anniversarie  

 

 Februar  
 8 Barry & Meg Axe 18 Ma hew & Jenna Mar n 25 Merv & Nadine Keener  
 14 Walt & Heidi Cunningham 20 Mark & Kris Welk  
     
 
 
  

Celebrating Birthdays… 
 

January 
 

 2 Hannah Pollock 18 Dave Felpel 21 Lizzie Kipp 
 4 Kevin Richardson  Tina Herr 24 Alan Pla  
 5 Jenn Juarez  Philip Johnson 25 Annice Landis 
 9 Fawn Sample  Mike Mauger  KyAnn Wisse 
 11    Barb Kreider  Ashley Welch 26 Holly Cunningham  
 12 Brianna Davis 19 Linda Frank  Madison Houghton 
 13 Pam Scheffel  Mel Lapp 30 Mary Poe  
 16 Drew Housekeeper 20 Clarence Wenger 31 Glenn Kreider 
  Ruth Mae Lapp     
  Dick Lefever    

  February 
 

 2 Craig Chubb  14 Randy Hart 19 Amy Housekeeper   
 3 Charlo e Kreider  Elijah Reimold  Megan Manges                                      
 4 Ellie Grasty  Mel Shaub 22 Karl Auker   
  Luke Price 15 Marla Hart  Tyler Costa   
 5 Summer Landis  Anna Mary Kreider 23 David DeLong 
 7 Nathan Kreider  Jenn Nolt  Colin Young 
  Charlo e Trimble 16 Jen O’Connell 24 Logan O’Donnell 
 9 Brad Davis 17 Dave Herr 25 Jacey Hershberger 
  Lisa Heisler 18 Samuel Glick  Earl Mull 
 12 Linda Bledsoe  Travis Heisler 27 Kennedy Kreider 
   Alisha Cox  Herb Kreider 28 Mary Manges 
    Bob Wagner 29 Raleigh Osborne 
     
 

 If you have a birthday or anniversary and it is not listed, please contact the church office. 

  
  

The decision to cancel Sunday morning services is made by the Board Chair and the Pastor. Any decision will be 
announced on WDAC 94.5 radio, church website - www.mgcb.org, church Facebook page and the church an-
swering machine. If services are not cancelled and you feel it unsafe to travel, join us for worship online! 
 
Wednesday evening ROOTS will be cancelled if Solanco School District has an early dismissal or is 
CLOSED. If we need to make a decision before the school, we will do so by 1 pm and a message will be 
placed on the church answering machine and the website.  

           

      



 

     Date           Worship    Sunday School    General Offering    Online Giving     Budget  Difference    

 October 29 207 110  $7,244.00 $530.00 -$4,110.00         Building Maint Fund  $1,867.00 
 November 5 213 113 $10,309.00 $230.00 -$1,325.00         2¢ a Meal                 $258.00  
 November 12 196           112 $9,247.00 $630.00 -$1,987.00         Birthday Offering $75.10         
 November 19 213               121  $8,137.00 $230.00 -$3,497.00         Brethren Housing $0.00                 
 November 26 186   97 $7,930.25 $530.00           -$3,403.00         Food Bank/SNM     $250.00              
 December 3 221 126 $12,718.00 $1,330.00      +$2,184.00         Christmas       $14,211.00                      
 December 10 234   98 $7,849.00 $630.00 -$3,385.00          Benevolence              $1,991.00               
 December 17 237 109 $900.00 $230.00 -$10,734.00                 
 December 24  235 122 $8,692.00 $230.00 -$2,942.00  
    

 * $11,864.00 is the weekly amount needed to meet the 2023 Budget 

I wanted to extend a BIG THANK YOU to all the individuals that were       
involved in making the 4th annual Journey to the Na vity event, such a 
great success. 
 
This truly is a church event. From our youngest person, Isaac Kreider to 
those adults 70+. We had a total of 75 people helping in some capacity. 
You were willing to be involved, help with set up and help to take it all 
down again. We brought much joy to those traveling the path leading up to 
the birth of our Savior. It was a produc on that took many hands to make it 

                                                            work. AND YOU DID! 
 
We had 317 people a ending this year. There were several other events going on in the area that evening, 
too. So, that being said, I think 317 is an excellent turnout. Most of those a ending were from the            
community. What a way to reach out!!! We thank those in our church who a ended, and the blessing of so 
many in the community that came to walk through the Journey. God provided us with perfect weather       
Saturday evening which enabled us to show and explain the Hope of knowing Jesus as we celebrate         
Christmas. We had many canned good dona ons, gi  cards and money collected for the Solanco Food Bank. 
The outpouring of generosity to give back to the community is wonderful. 
 
The Holy Spirit is truly alive and at work at Mechanic Grove! Joy to the World, yes this is Christmas! Not just 
December 25th, but every day of the year. 
 
There are some sugges ons for some new ideas/tweaks to add to the Journey to the Na vity for next year. 
Pastor Kevin and Pastor Rita were available to pray for anyone reques ng a need for prayer. This was a great 
addi on to the event. The more we can share the Light of Christ to others, the more the Light of Christ will 
shine through them. 
 
We could never say it enough, we thank you and we appreciate everyone of you! 

Diane Herr & Commi ee ~ 
Hans Herr, Heather Kreider, Melissa Houghton, Laurie O’Donnell, 
Amy Housekeeper & Brian Mull 

 



World Missions Opportunity 
  
Bob Kettering has reached out to ask for help in supporting an upcoming mission project. The Venezuelan 
Church of the Brethren Annual Conference will be held in Columbia March 13-18, 2024. Part of this             Confer-
ence will include pastoral training in Brethren beliefs, history and practices. They have invited Joel Pena from 
Alpha and Omega; Leonor Ochoa from Ebenezer COB and Bob Kettering to be the                          teachers.  Those 
who are organizing this e ort are asking for $10,000 to support transporting their pastors, lodging and meals. 
  
Mechanic Grove has the opportunity to support this mission project.  Donations to support this e ort can be 
placed in the o ering plate marked “Venezuelan Annual Conference” and are needed by the end of January.  
 

 

Special O erings 
Have you ever wondered about our Special Offerings that occur the first through fourth Sundays of the 
month and what they do? Hopefully this will help… 

 
First Sunday ~ “Change for Change” is a movement for change. By bringing in your pocket change or 
other change you’ve found, big changes can be made in the world. This offering is divided equally              
between Brethren Housing Association (BHA) and Brethren World Missions.  
 
Second Sunday ~ “2¢ a Meal Offering” reminds us of the poor and less fortunate at mealtime. It         
encourages us to engage in a daily devotional exercise of giving at least two cents per person per meal 
as we give thanks for our own food. Many people feel led to give more. Money collected is given to the 
Global Food Initiative through the Church of the Brethren. 
 
Third Sunday ~ “Mealbarrow Sunday” is set aside to bring items for our local food bank to benefit those 
in need in our community. Items may be placed in the “mealbarrow” located at the end of the coat rack 
by the elevator. A list of needed items is printed in the bulletin. 
 
Fourth Sunday ~ “Birthday Offering” is given by those celebrating their birthday month. The money          
collected goes into the Benevolence Fund which is used to help those in our MGCB family or community 
with groceries, gas or other expenses. The funds are overseen by the Pastor/Professional Staff, Deacon 
Chairs and the treasurer. 

 

Every one of us has the ability to change the lives of those in our community and around the world with 
our Special Offerings. Please prayerfully consider supporting one or all of them. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 







 



Mark your calendars for   

Friday, March 15 at 6 pm 
In case of bad weather, we will plan to 

have the banquet March 22. 

Stay tuned for more information. 

ANE District has two women’s events planned for 2024 and they are… 
 
Wome ’  Sprin  Fellowshi  ~  March 16 from 9 am to 3 pm at  Li tz Church of the Brethren 

AND 

Women’s Camp ~ August 16-17 at Camp Swatara. 
More details to follow… 





  Save The Date ~ Journey to the Nativity 

     Saturday, December 16, 2023 ~ 5:30 – 8:00 pm   
 
Plan to bring family and friends to walk along with Mary and Joseph 
as they make their journey to Bethlehem for the birth of   Jesus.  
 
From the stories, the music, the animals throughout the journey and 
the  luminary lighted path, all make this a meaningful experience for 
every age.  The journey takes approx. 40 minutes to complete. Enjoy 
warm hot chocolate, hot cider, coffee or water with a light snack in 
the Family Life Center before your group is led by a Shepherd through 
the scenes. 
 
Just a few minor changes this year, however, the story remains the 
same.  
 
Many of the individuals involved continue from one year to the 
next. That is great they wish to continue to be a part of this.  It is also a 
wonderful tradition to carry forth to spread the news of the birth of 
our Savior to those in the community.  
 
In case of inclement weather, the Journey event will take place in the 
church.  

 
If you desire to be involved in the Journey to Nativity production, 
please reach out to Diane Herr.   



Answer to Bible Quiz: C   See 1 John 4:7-8, NIV 


